WHAT IS CHURCH? - Scriptures (NIV)

Church: Ekklesia in New Testament
EPH 5:25-27 ... Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her
by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church,
without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.
1PET 2:9,10 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to
God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful
light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.

The Church Universal
MATT 16:18 “And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not overcome it.”
EPH 3:10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms.

The Church Local
MATT 18:20 “For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them."
HEB 10:25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

Church Leaders
1 TIM 3:2-7 Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate,
self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but
gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money.
He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. (If
anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?)
He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as
the devil. He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace
and into the devil’s trap.
HEB 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who
must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of
no advantage to you.

Church Membership
ACTS 2:41 Those who accepted his message were baptised, and about three thousand were added
to their number that day.
ROM 10:9 If you confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord” and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved.

Church Activities
ACTS 2:42-48 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous
signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common.
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued
to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad
and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to
their number daily those who were being saved.

